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course the extreme cases thus brought forward in
the evidence did not even profess to be an illustra-
tion of the common ways of the trade. Many of
the master sweeps were decent poor fellows enough :
but there was the trade, under the same conditions
as those .which they had always known to belong to
it; and when the respected and educated householder
in the towns, when the county gentleman, and even
the clergyman, made no objection to the practice,
how was the poor sweep to find out that the employ-
ment of climbing boys was a disgrace to humanity?
Such, however, it was ; and so it was soon proved to
be. The master sweep and his ways began to be a
horror to the whole community. The Saracens, we
read, used to frighten their naughty children into
submission by threatening to hand them over to be
dealt with by King Richard of England. In days
that some of us can still remember many a rebellious
infant was frightened into good order by the threat
that he would be handed ox^er to the master sweep.
All sorts of stones began to get afloat about children
of high birth and delicate nurture who were stolen
away and sold to the master sweep ; and, indeed, the
master sweeps began to play in legend and in
romance something like the part that had been
played by the gipsies. A long time had to be spent
in energetic agitation before anything practical was
done by Parliament; but at last in 1840 an Act was
passed which abolished the whole system. For a
certain time, however, after the employment of
climbing boys had thus been proclaimed illegal and
with a penalty on it, the practice was still carried